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MEETING MINUTES
1. CALL TO ORDER
The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m.

2. ATTENDANCE
Members Present: Dan Gaherty, Chair; Judith Kinner, Vice-Chair; Laurie DiCesare, Clerk; Bonnie
Pease

Members Absent: None
Staff Present: Victor Sinadinoski, Planning Director; Don Turner Jr., Town Manager
Public Present: None

3. AGENDA REVIEW
4. PUBLIC FORUM
None.

5. BUSINESS
A. Town Manager Discussion Regarding Logging at Lamoille River Walk
Turner said that there needs to be a more public process for how this information comes about.
Turner apologized for the miscommunication and lack of information shared. Turner said that this
was not done for revenue but some of the money from the logging was used to finish the dog park.
Pease said that she would like to see the archeological report for future planning.
Gaherty said that the Conservation Commission (CC) has been planning to move some trails on site.
Turner said that he is not sure if Act 250 would be triggered by this or not.
Sinadinoski said that the trails would be in the wetlands.
Turner does not believe that Act 250 would be triggered in this scenario. Turner said that he did want
the CC to know that the logging was going to happen but said that he should have contacted the
neighborhood. Turner would iike to see further development of communication methods of similar
events in the future that explains the process and notifies the public. Turner said that he wishes that
he had kept the CC more informed with this logging process and apologized againfor the lack of
communication. Turner said that he made it clear with the logging company that there should be a
buffer area between Town property and residential areas so that no privacy was being encroached
on.
Pease said that the CC

would have recommended a visual buffer and time to post information for the
people walking the trail to warn them about the logging.
DiCesare asked to assign staff personnel or someone else to verify that contracted workers are doing
the job that they were assigned.
Turner said that town staff are not experts in those areas and taxpayer money will not be used to
monitor the work of contractors.
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Sinadinoski said that the CC can supply recorunendations the next time a project similar to this one
is proposed.
Turner apoLogized again for the lack of communication on this last project assured that it was not
intentional, and said that a discussion will be opened with the CC next time.
Sinadinoski said that he will start to develop an internal sheet about the process of communication on
tree-related projects.
Pease reconrrnended adding large rocks at the entry to deter parking and ATV use.
Turner said that he spoke with Eric about adding large rocks and said that a plan has not been
officially determined yet.
The CC discussed the possibility of adding parking space availability. The CC discussed ways to
reduce ATV use on the trails.
B. Green Up Day Signs & Event Logistics

Gaherty presented sign designs that he made in hopes that the CC could decide on a style and
quantity of signs to be ordered.
The CC discussed placement of the signs around Milton.
Sinadinoski asked if there needed to be a mix of directional arrows on each side of the signs.
The CC and Sinadinoski referenced a map of Milton to discuss sign placement.
Kinner said that she will not be present for Green-Up Day.
The CC and Sinadinoski discussed contact information and food budgeting for the Green-Up Day
event.
Sinadinoski said that he will coordinate pick-up with Public Works.
C. Town Forest Trail Repair
Pease said that the trail repair is

still in a holding pattern due to snow.
Sinadinoski said that he will coordinate with Josh Ryan and Michael Burris to exchange contact
information and asked the CC to keep both of them updated.
Pease said that the destruction of beaver dams caused the waterway to widen.
Gaherty said that contact with Josh may need to be established early to discuss the amount of repair
that needs to be done.
D. TrailHub
Sinadinoski said that Sharuron King came to the Economic Development Comrnission meeting and
offered a fee of $219 per year for his services. Sinadinoski said that Turner approved use of the
TrailHub program. Sinadinoski said that he would need a vote for the CC to approve their budget
being used for TrailHub.
DiCesare asked who would be updating the information on the trails.
Sinadinoski said that planning staff would be editing the program with input from the CC.
The Conservation Commission APPROVED the use of their budget for TrailHub,4-0.
E. Recreation Policy Re: Dog Control
Sinadinoski said that the goal of reviewing the ordinance policy is to develop a similar policy for the
forest and trails, specifically regarding pets and their regulations. Sinadinoski said that staff will be
working on a template with collaborative input from the CC.
F.

Lamoille River Walk Management Plan
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Pease said that she spoke with Matt Leonard who said that there cannot be a management plan
without all of the necessary requirements, such as a plant inventory. Pease would like to see the
beginning development of a management plan for future projects, such as logging.
Gaherty said that the report from Greenleaf Forestry had some scientific information regarding soil.
Pease asked if the CC and staff would be willing to work together on Lamoille River Walk

management plan.
Sinadinoski said that he would like Michael Burris know that there is a plan to start developing a
management plan.
Gaherty suggested that the CC review the documents provided by Greenleaf Forestry as well as
other management plans to help develop their own for the Lamoille River Walk.
Sinadinoski said that Beth McAuslan would be interested in joining the CC or helping with trail
maintenance.
Gaherty said that he will follow up with Beth.
G. Lamoille River Walk Trail Register and Signs
Gaherty suggested walking the trails to plan for new projects, such as the construction of bridges.
Gaherty said that parking signs should be addressed.
Sinadinoski said that he will speak with Turner to determine if a formal request is necessary.
6. Staff Updates

Approval of Minutes of january 22,2019 and February 26,2019
MOTION by DiCesare to APPROVE the minutes of January 22,2019 as amended. SECOND by Kirurer.
MOTION APPROVED,4-0.
7.

MOTION by Pease to APPROVE the minutes of February 26,2019
MOTION APPROVED,4-0.
6.

as amended. SECOND

by Kinner.

Adjournment

Gaherty adjourned the meeting at 8:58 pm.
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